QUESTIONS ABOUT GOD

“Why did God create us?”

Everyone would acknowledge that our body parts, such as our
eyes, ears, brains and hearts, have a purpose. Wouldn't it then
make sense that the individual, as a whole, also has a purpose?
God, the All Wise, did not create us to simply wander aimlessly or
to only fulfil our basic instincts and desires. Rather, God describes
this life as a test. Every person is being tested as to who will choose
to acknowledge God and follow His guidance. God says:

“Indeed, We (God) created man ... in order to test him; and we

gave him hearing and vision. Indeed, We (God) showed him the
way, whether be be grateful or ungrateful” - Quran 76:2-3

For many, the underlying issue is not really about believing in God,
but about the implications of believing in Him. It would mean
being held to account and judged for one's actions, which may be
inconvenient for the lives they want to lead. Therefore, the test in
this life involves following and humbling ourselves before God in
preference to our own desires, pride and ego.

“Why does God need to test us?”

God is not in need of anything - He does not need to create
anything and does not need to test anyone. He does not benefit
from our belief and is not affected by our disbelief. Rather, it is

part of His infinite wisdom that He created us and gave us the
opportunity to know Him. God knows the future - the point is, for us
to live through and experience our lives and make our own choices.

“Do we really have a choice?”

The fact that God knows our choices does not make it any less
voluntary. Although God wants people to believe in Him, He does
not force anyone. If God willed, He could guide all of humankind,
as He has power over everything. But in His Wisdom, He has
created us with the ability to choose and made us accountable for
our choices. God is not necessarily pleased with everything that He
allows to occur.

“Why doesn’t God just reveal Himself?”

In God’s wisdom, He has chosen to make Himself known through
His signs. This is part of the test of this life. He has made it our
responsibility to use the abilities He has given us to acknowledge
Him. This means that only those who are sincere, humble and
reflect deeply will recognise and believe in Him.

“Why is there suffering in the world?”

The fact that different people are tested in different ways through
various trials, does not disprove the existence of God nor contradict
an all-powerful God. Rather, the good as well as the bad that God
permits to occur, constitutes our test on earth. We cannot control
what happens to us, but we can control how we react, which

is what He judges us on. This world is volatile and temporary,
however, the full justice in the hereafter, which is everlasting, will
more than compensate for any injustices or misfortunes in this life.

“Why does God punish people?”’

No one can disagree with the concept of punishment, which

is necessary for justice. God has created us with the ability to
choose how we want to live, and in turn, be accountable.

Those who sincerely strive to obey God will earn God’s mercy and
enter paradise. But those who are careless about their purpose

in life and deny God, have ultimately made their own choice

and will be held to account. No one can blame God. God did

not create people to punish them — rather, He intends ease and
mercy for them. The fact that God knows our choices does not
make our actions any less voluntary and does not absolve us from
responsibility.

Islam is a practical religion that encourages a balance between
hope in God's mercy and fear of His punishment - both of which are
required to lead a positive and humbile life. God is the Most Merciful
but also the Most Just. If there were no day of Judgement, it would
contradict the perfect justice of God, and life would be unfair.

CONCLUSION

Are we only here for 80 or so years, and that’s it? Or is there more
to life? Are we just advanced apes with no ultimate purpose? Are
we material beings with only physical needs or do we also have
spiritual needs?

For those who are genuine and still undecided about God, our
advice is to sincerely ask for the following:

“God, if you exist, please guide me.” You might be surprised
by the results.
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ATHEISM

AN ISLAMIC PERSPECTIVE

“We (God) will show them Our signs in the borizons
and within themselves until it becomes clear to
them that it is the truth.”

Quran 41:53

IeaEn

the
basics

islamicpamphlets.com




Dd . E LNOQ E o DE DE 2 10r Delle (]
DO EXPDid D OO Pro e . O E E DO
OUQ = s Edilo (l DUQ eveldalio i
on que D D =
OC] cl O O O edJe QL (] dl 1l i
dade Q S1S188 L O O alld Nene Qrc O reco
ome peopie are receptve 1o £se SIg dna see od O
aro G = e omne C eve d dnao dind
ed e 0a Nas pliacea eVE crso d Na d dllo
peleve, D edISpo O O Delieve can e c =
ed o ppressed

Importantly, God guides people who are sincere and wifling to
receive guidance. In other words, those who do not want to
believe in God will not be guided. God says, “God guides
to Himself whoever turns to Him.” Quran 13:27
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It is also important
to note that due to the
significant differences between
Islam and Christianity, many

criticisms of Christianity
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of years the watch came together by
random or natural coincidences?

“Were they created
from nothing, or did they

create themselves?”

Quran 52:35

According to modern science, the
universe is finite and has a beginning.
Where did the universe ultimately
come from? Human experience and
simple logic tell us that something that
has a beginning does not simply come

from nothing, nor can something create itself.

We can reason that a higher "being” created the universe. This
“being” must be powerful and intelligent as it brought the whole
universe into existence and created the ‘laws of science’ which
govern it. We can also reason that this “being” is timeless and
spaceless, because time, space and matter began at the creation
of the universe. All of these attributes make up the basic concept
of God, the creator of the universe.

Some may ask, “Who created God?” God, the Creator, is different
to His creation. Unlike the universe and the rest of creation, God is
eternal, has always existed and has no beginning.

2. Perfection of the Universe

The second evidence of a creator is the order and perfect
balance of our complex universe. Could a large complex
universe form by coincidence, without supervision?

Many features in the universe clearly indicate it to be specially
designed to support life, such as the earth’s distance from the sun;
the thickness of the earth’s crust; the speed at which the earth
revolves; the percentage of oxygen in the atmosphere; and even
the earth’s tilt. If these measurements were slightly different to
what they currently are, life could not exist.

In the same way that a watch has an intelligent maker to keep
accurate time, so too must the earth have an intelligent maker to
keep accurate time around the Sun. Could this occur by itself?

When we see the order, the precise laws and systems within
ourselves and throughout the universe, is it not rational they have
an organiser? This ‘organiser’ is again best explained by the
existence of God - the one who brought about this order.

It should be noted that Islam encourages scientific research and
reflection. The role of science helps us describe the many observed
patterns that God places in His creation and appreciate the extent
of His power and wisdom. Advances in scientific discoveries, just
like any mechanism or process we find in the natural world such

as the water cycle or gravity — provides signs of an organiser and
designer, not an argument against God.

3. Revelation from God

The third evidence is the actual revelation that has been sent
by God to humankind as a sign of His existence.

One of the main purposes of the book of Islam, the Quran, is to
invite people to reflect and appreciate God’s creation as a way of
believing in Him. Throughout the Quran, God calls our attention to
His marvelous designs and complexities in the universe and within
ourselves, which are sufficient to indicate that we are a product of
design, purpose and intelligence. For example, God says:

“Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and earth, and the
alternation of the night and the day, and the great ships which
sail through the sea with that which benefits people, and what

Allab bas sent down from the beavens of rain, giving life thereby
to the earth after its lifelessness and dispersing therein every
kind of moving creature, and His directing of the winds and the
clouds controlled between the heaven and the earth, are signs for
a people who use reason.” - Quran 2:164

Moreover, there are clear signs that the Quran is the word of God.
The Quran:

s |s free from errors or contradictions.

The Quran is

memorised cover-to-

* Has been preserved, word-for-word,
since its revelation in its original Arabic

language, unlike other scriptures. cover by millions of

e Has a simple, pure and universal people.
message, which appeals to Man’s intellect

and inherent beliefs about Almighty God.

* |s over 1400 years old with many scientific facts that were
unknown to people of that time and have only been discovered
recently by scientists. Examples include: water being the origin of all
living things (Quran 21:30); the expanding universe (Quran 51:47);
and the individual orbits of the sun and moon (Quran 21:33).

* Contains many historical facts that were unknown to the people of that
time as well as numerous predictions, which have proven to be comect.

» Was revealed to Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him) who was known to be illiterate,
yet contains a unique style of language
that is universally known as the pinnacle of
Arabic elogquence and linguistic beauty.

The Quran has a
deep and moving

effect on people. The most rational explanation for the many

unigue and miraculous aspects of the
Quran is that it can only be from God.




